
 
 
Today a dollar buys more U.S. freight-carrying 
capacity when invested in rail than when spent  
on highway lanes. To understand why, think of 
the Steel Interstate as analogous to Interstate 
Highways built over the last 50 years. 
   
The Interstate Highway System gave us a core 
national network of roads that made travel faster 
and safer than on the old system of U.S. Highway 
Routes. Today’s railroads are like those old roads 
– built long ago, under-capitalized, and often 
lacking in capacity to handle today’s freight and 
passenger demand.  But they, too, can be rebuilt 
as a grade-separated, high-capacity, electrified 
national system of rail corridors. 

 
Rail surpasses highway traffic in safety, lower 
emissions (including greenhouse gasses), greater 
energy efficiency, and lower land requirements.  
But there is also a national security consideration.  
Today in the U.S., our transportation system is 
97% dependent on oil.  We need to plan now to 
cope with a world where oil is no longer 
affordable or even available for transportation. 

 
Railroads can readily be electrified, so Steel 
Interstates can be powered by many energy 
sources.  Because of the greater efficiency of 
moving freight by rail, a one percent increase in 
domestic electric generation, readily achieved 
with renewables or conservation, could save 7% 
of the nation’s oil use.  This would keep billions  
of dollars at home annually to promote jobs and 
economic growth.  Further, electrified rail 
corridors could support green energy by helping 
transmit remote wind power to urban markets. 

 
With proper investments over decades to come, 
we can have a core national Steel Interstate 
System in place before oil becomes prohibitively 
expensive.  Such a network of high-capacity, 
electrified rail lines would be the backbone for 
fast, efficient movement of freight and 
passengers for 21st Century America. 

 
Besides passenger trains and conven- 
tional freight, the Steel Interstate could 
accommodate long-distance trucks carried 
aboard trains.  Though this has been done in 
Europe for some time, the typical response to 
trucking growth in the U.S. has been to add new  
 

 
 
highway capacity. Yet, these highway lanes, too,  
quickly become clogged. 

    

 
Trucks unload from a train at Freiburg, Germany               
 

 
   A truck train rolls through the station at Olten, Switzerland 
 
Railroads in the U.S. have done well developing 
long-haul intermodal business, but it is focused 
almost entirely on moving shipping containers, 
mostly to and from ocean ports.  Millions of trucks 
on the nation’s highways remain a huge untapped 
opportunity and challenge.  The nation needs an 
“open” intermodal approach, a technology that 
can readily handle not only shipping containers, 
but all kinds of trucks and trailers aboard trains. 

 
Currently the railroad system in the United States 
lacks the capacity, reliability, and speed needed 
for this type of service.  But the time has come to 
explore public/private ventures to bring public 
investment into a Steel Interstate System. RAIL 
Solution is working to form the North American 
Steel Interstate Coalition to pursue this goal. 
 
The Steel Interstate concept and benefits are 
detailed more fully at: www.steelinterstate.org   

 

A new American rail network for  safer, cleaner 
mobility of people and goods at highway speeds 

Steel Interstate: 



 
 
 
 
 
Today a Norfolk Southern rail line links  
Harrisburg, PA and Memphis, TN, a corridor of 
about a thousand miles.  Upgrading, double-
tracking, grade separating, and electrifying this 
line would provide an excellent demonstration of 
the Steel Interstate concept.   
 
RAIL Solution seeks support for such an initiative 
in the next federal transportation reauthorization 
act.  Many factors make this corridor ideal. 

 
As the truck density map shows, heavy trucking 
characterizes this I-81/I-40 Corridor.  

 
Diverting 60% of the through trucks to trains  
would greatly reduce highway congestion,  

 
 
 
 
 
maintenance, need for new construction, and 
highway safety problems. 
 
There is strong popular support for improved 
freight rail infrastructure as a means of reducing 
truck problems on I-81/I-40. Over 50 local govern- 
ments in VA and TN have voted resolutions 
endorsing a Steel Interstate project here.  A list 
and copies are posted at www.railsolution.org.  
 
We are working with the six-state I-81 Corridor 
Coalition and numerous partner organizations in 
the I-81/I-40 Corridor to advance our rail vision. 
The rail improvements are congruent with those 
sought in Norfolk Southern’s multi-state Crescent 
Corridor project, as well as truck diversion 
feasibility studies in both the I-81 and I-40 
Corridors conducted by Virginia’s Department of 
Rail and Public Transportation and the 
Tennessee Department of Transportation. 

 
A corollary benefit would be capability to handle 
passenger trains over the route on an expedited 
basis, connecting to and from the Northeast 
Corridor via the Keystone Corridor at Harrisburg. 

 
Please visit us at www.railsolution.org . 

 
 

RAIL Solution’s vision for the Interstate 81/Interstate 40       
Corridor  -  a Steel Interstate pilot project demonstration 


