Montgomery County Response to VDOT

WHEREAS, The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has formally
requested comments from Montgomery County concerning the two private
proposals (Fluor and Star Solutions) for improvements to the Interstate 81
corridor submitted under the Public Private Transportation Act of 1995
(PPTA).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Board of Supervisors of Montgomery
County, Virginia recommends that VDOT not proceed with either proposal at
this time; the two proposals are vastly different from each other and
neither proposal corresponds to the concept study for Interstate 81
corridor improvements developed for VDOT in 1998; moreover, it is our understanding
that VDOT is beginning a multi-year Environmental Process to determine the
purpose, need, and scope of corridor improvements, therefore, any proposal
decision should not be made until the Environmental Process is complete.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors requests that any
proposal for improvements to the Interstate 81 corridor address the
following eight issues of significance to Montgomery County:

1. Smart Road B The future Smart Road interchange should be evaluated and
incorporated into the design and construction of any improvements.

2. Scenic Beauty B Scenic beauty should be maintained as much as possible
throughout the corridor.

3. Rail Alternatives B Neither proposal addresses both passenger (Trans
Dominion) and freight service along the entire Interstate 81 corridor. This
may require a more detailed study and the consideration of possible
improvements in adjacent states. (See Board of Supervisors Resolution of
October 14, 2003.)

4. Toll Free Local Traffic B There is significant vehicular interaction
within the Blacksburg MSA (Blacksburg, Christiansburg, and Radford) and
between the adjoining Blacksburg MSA and the Roanoke MSA. Any toll policies
should be structured to exempt this local traffic.

5. Toll Facility Location B Any toll facilities should be located where
they will not have an adverse impact on local highways. For example, the Fluor
proposal locates a toll facility at mile marker 116 between Route 8
interchange (exit 114) and the Route 11/460 interchange (exit 118). The
Fluor proposals estimates a 45% toll bypass rate for long distance traffic
thereby dumping significant traffic onto the local streets of Christiansburg.

6. Stormwater Management B VDOT is encouraged to work with appropriate
local governments in the design and construction of regional stormwater
management facilities along the corridor.

7. Agricultural & Forestal Districts (AFD=s) B Any proposal requiring more
right-of-way than what was identified in VDOT=s 1998 concept study may
impact AFD=s in Montgomery County.

8. Rest Areas B Adequate rest areas should be included throughout the
corridor. Consideration should be given to separating these facilities for
cars and trucks.



