Talking points supporting SB-1319 to STOP VDOT-STAR contract negotiations

It makes no sense to choose a contractor under PPTA before completion of the Environmental Impact Study, which is designed to determine what should be done to deal with the truck congestion problems on I-81.

This proposed contract is bad for western and Southwest Virginia's economy, environment, our beautiful and historic landscape, and local democratic process for deciding what transportation future is best for us.

The STAR plan would unfairly put the cost burden for this through-state truck-driven project on the wallets of local car drivers.

The PPTA shifts decision-making authority from the responsible public entity, the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB), to the PPTA project corporate engineering and public relations staff. Private companies are not just proposing how to build but speculating on what to build and where.

This PPTA project would leap ahead of 6-year plan, and leapfrog over local plans without final systematic state or local community approval.

This proposed PPTA contract circumvents the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process for consideration of alternatives.  It prejudices the outcome in favor of the ready-to-implement private  proposal and muddies the process usurping local government initiative and participation.

The General Accounting Office (GAO) of the U.S. Congress recently concluded, "Active private sector sponsorship and investment seems unlikely to stimulate significant increases in the funding available
for highways and transit".  The PPTA funding history in Virginia seems to validate the GAO conclusion.


81-Corridor Senators:  (*Senate Transportation Committee members vote on this proposal Feb. 3, 2005.)
	Member Name         
	District & Party 
	Capitol Phone
	Email

	*Williams, Martin (Chair)
	1R
	(804) 698-7501
	district01@sov.state.va.us

	* Bell, J. Brandon, II      
	22R     
	(804) 698-7522   
	district22@sov.state.va.us

	* Blevins, Harry B
	14R
	(804) 698-7514   
	district14@sov.state.va.us

	* Deeds, R. Creigh          
	25D
	(804) 698-7525  
	district25@sov.state.va.us

	Devolites Davis, Jeannemarie
	34R
	(804) 698-7534
	district34@sov.state.va.us

	Edwards, John S.             
	21D
	(804) 698-7521  
	district21@sov.state.va.us

	Hanger, Emmett W., Jr
	24R 
	(804) 698-7524
	district24@sov.state.va.us

	* Houck, R. Edward        
	17D
	(804) 698-7517  
	district17@sov.state.va.us

	* Marsh, Henry L., III     
	16D
	(804) 698-7516    
	district16@sov.state.va.us

	* Miller, Yvonne B
	5D
	(804) 698-7505   
	district05@sov.state.va.us

	* Mims, Bill              
	33R
	(804) 698-7533   
	district33@sov.state.va.us

	* Newman, Stephen D.       
	23R
	(804) 698-7523    
	district23@sov.state.va.us

	* O'Brien, Jay             
	39R
	(804) 698-7539    
	district39@sov.state.va.us

	Obenshain, Mark D.
	26R       
	(804) 698-7526       
	district26@sov.state.va.us

	Potts, H. Russell, Jr
	27R
	(804) 698-7527  
	district27@sov.state.va.us

	* Puckett, Phillip P.
	38D        
	 (804) 698-7538          
	district38@sov.state.va.us

	* Rerras, Nick             
	6R        
	(804) 698-7506            
	district06@sov.state.va.us

	Reynolds, Wm. Roscoe       
	20D  
	(804) 698-7520   
	district20@sov.state.va.us

	* Wagner, Frank W.        
	7R
	(804) 698-7507       
	district07@sov.state.va.us

	Wampler, William C., Jr.  
	40R
	(804) 698-7540    
	district40@sov.state.va.us

	* Watkins, John            
	10R
	(804) 698-7510   
	district10@sov.state.va.us


  

 
