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Multistate Transportation Planning Compact

Why is this bill needed?

The federal government generally requires that states compact with one another when federal funds will be spent on projects that cross state boundaries. This ensures efficient use of federal expenditures and that there will be no unintended negative impacts on neighboring states. 

The I-81 Corridor Multistate Transportation Planning Compact recognizes that the congestion on I-81 is caused largely by trucks traveling along the Mexico-to-Canada North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) corridor. This multistate transportation corridor requires multistate coordination, taking a corridor-wide, holistic approach "…to establish the least costly and most efficient combination of transportation infrastructure…" for rail and highway.

Studies have shown that rail upgrades are needed over a long corridor before that mode can divert substantial trucks off of the Interstate highway system. If the intent of the Virginia-only truck tollway proposal is to eventually enable heavier and Longer Combination Vehicles (LCVs) on a national truckway system, planning should acknowledge in the early stages that the economics and logistics for this system only work over long distances that go through many states. A stand-alone Virginia truck tollway is non-viable. All the several state plans must fit well together like puzzle pieces to prevent truck or rail bottlenecks at state borders.
What does this bill do?

Virginia and the other corridor states would officially compact with one another to study, develop, and promote a plan for the design, construction, financing, and operation of optimal freight and passenger transportation facilities (both rail and highway) in the I-81 corridor.

The goal is to coordinate efforts to establish the least costly and most efficient combination of transportation infrastructure development, including: highway expansion, higher-speed rail service, and coordinated user regulations and safety enforcement, at the federal, state, and local governmental levels.

What states would be involved?

The compact would initially be comprised of thirteen states, including New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Maryland, Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana. Other compact states may be added after continued study.

I-81-Corridor Senators:  (*Senate Transportation Committee members vote on this proposal Feb. 3, 2005.) 

	Member Name         
	District & Party 
	Capitol Phone
	Email

	*Williams, Martin (Chair)
	1R
	(804) 698-7501
	district01@sov.state.va.us

	* Bell, J. Brandon, II      
	22R     
	(804) 698-7522   
	district22@sov.state.va.us

	* Blevins, Harry B
	14R
	(804) 698-7514   
	district14@sov.state.va.us

	* Deeds, R. Creigh          
	25D
	(804) 698-7525  
	district25@sov.state.va.us

	Devolites Davis, Jeannemarie
	34R
	(804) 698-7534
	district34@sov.state.va.us

	Edwards, John S.             
	21D
	(804) 698-7521  
	district21@sov.state.va.us

	Hanger, Emmett W., Jr
	24R 
	(804) 698-7524
	district24@sov.state.va.us

	* Houck, R. Edward        
	17D
	(804) 698-7517  
	district17@sov.state.va.us

	* Marsh, Henry L., III     
	16D
	(804) 698-7516    
	district16@sov.state.va.us

	* Miller, Yvonne B
	5D
	(804) 698-7505   
	district05@sov.state.va.us

	* Mims, Bill              
	33R
	(804) 698-7533   
	district33@sov.state.va.us

	* Newman, Stephen D.       
	23R
	(804) 698-7523    
	district23@sov.state.va.us

	* O'Brien, Jay             
	39R
	(804) 698-7539    
	district39@sov.state.va.us

	Obenshain, Mark D.
	26R       
	(804) 698-7526       
	district26@sov.state.va.us

	Potts, H. Russell, Jr
	27R
	(804) 698-7527  
	district27@sov.state.va.us

	* Puckett, Phillip P.
	38D        
	 (804) 698-7538          
	district38@sov.state.va.us

	* Rerras, Nick             
	6R        
	(804) 698-7506            
	district06@sov.state.va.us

	Reynolds, Wm. Roscoe       
	20D  
	(804) 698-7520   
	district20@sov.state.va.us

	* Wagner, Frank W.        
	7R
	(804) 698-7507       
	district07@sov.state.va.us

	Wampler, William C., Jr.  
	40R
	(804) 698-7540    
	district40@sov.state.va.us

	* Watkins, John            
	10R
	(804) 698-7510   
	district10@sov.state.va.us


  


