WHEREAS, the I-81 corridor is increasingly the route of choice for [rucks traveling between the
northeast and the south and soutfiwest because of congestion on 195 and expanding sApments generated
by the Novth American Free Trade Act; and,

WHEREAS, two multinational corporations—Star Solutions and Fluor corporation—fave

submitted proposals to the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) to expand the number of
lanes and other appurtenances on I-81; and,

WHEREAS, Norjolk-Southern Corporalion estimates that seventy percent of truck traffic on 78z
_passes through Virginia to destinations soutfl or novtfy; and,

WHERZEAS, the minimal vatl freight proposals incliuded in the Star Solittions and Fluor Public
Private Partnershiy Act proposals do not adequately adaress rail freight potential in the whole 7-81
corvidor; and,

WIHEREAS, these same proposals provide no option for passenger vail, althAough upgrading the
corvidor’s main rail line secures the passenger vail option, and,

WHEREAS, the Commonwealifi of %?g’z’n la is now planning the future of the 7-81 corvidor, those
decisions containing dramatic impacts for the future of western Virginia, and,

WHEREAS, the Commonwealts of Virginia's decision on this corvidor will determine whether J-81
and connecting inferstates will become a mulli-state “Fast Coast Truck By-Pass’} and,

WHFREAS, the incredased use of rail for the movement of freight up the I-81 corridor will vediwce
atr pollution, dependence on fossil fuels and reduce traffic conflicts with passenger veficles.

NOW, THEREFORE BF IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of Wythieville,
Virginia, has previously supported passenger alternatives as evidenced by the adoption of a resolution
on September 13, 1999, encouragmg the implementation of rail service and pledging its assistance to the
Commonwealth of Virginia in implementing said service.

BEITT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of Wytheville, Virginia, in the
intevest of protfecting and promoting public fiealth, safety and welfare strongly petitions for Hie
development and promotion of vail freight to further AGAWAY expansion construction and in the review
of the proposals for improvements lo 781,

Adopted this 12* day of May 20053.
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