
A RESOLUTION URGING THE 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

TO SUPPORT RAIL ALTERNATIVES TO COMPLEMENT PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS TO I-81


WHEREAS,  the I-81 corridor is increasingly the route of choice for trucks traveling northeast and the south/southwest because of congestion and expanding shipments generated by the North American Free Trade Act; and


WHEREAS, Norfolk Southern Corporation estimates that 70 percent of truck traffic passes through Virginia to destinations outside of our borders; and


WHEREAS, the two proposals submitted to the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) to expand the number of lanes and other appurtenances on I-81 does not adequately address rail freight potential in the whole I-81 corridor and provide no option for passenger rail, although upgrading the corridor’s main rail line secures the passenger rail option; and


WHEREAS, proper inclusion of a freight/passenger rail component in a comprehensive surface transportation policy assures notable reduction in needed interstate lane capacity and associated design and construction costs; and


WHEREAS, the increased use of railroads to move freight will improve safety by reducing dangerous vehicular congestion on I-81, will improve energy conservation by reducing the amount of diesel fuel consumed for freight transportation, will improve the health of people and other living things in our community by lowering air pollution and toxic emissions along I-81 and protect the impact on the natural, scenic, and historic resources in our Shenandoah Valley; and


WHEREAS, the two proposals under consideration by VDOT do not comply nor do they address VTrans 2025 (Virginia‘s Statewide Multimodal Long-Range Transportation Plan), Frederick Counties Comprehensive Policy Plan, Win-Fred MPO transportation plan, WATS transportation plan; and


WHEREAS, the Northeast-Southwest-Midwest Corridor Marketing Study Examining the Potential to Divert Highway Traffic from Interstate 81 to Rail Intermodal Movement, completed in November 2003 for the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (VDRPT) found both shippers and carriers are willing to shift traffic to rail if their cost and service demands are routinely satisfied; and


WHEREAS, the VDRPT study found that to meet these demands a rail system in the Interstate 81 corridor must include 1) an intermodal technology accommodating the current mix of highway trailers; 2) rail lines capable of providing a service matching the standard service offered by trucks; and 3) a significant economic incentive to shippers; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Win/Fred Metropolitan Planning Organization, hereby calls upon the federal, state and local government officials along the Interstate 81 corridor from Harrisonburg, Pennsylvania, to Chattanooga, Tennessee, to work cooperatively with the rail companies to develop an intermodal railroad; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the environmental impact statement being conducted by VDOT for the I-81 corridor should include a detailed analysis of the costs and benefits of building a modern rail line closely paralleling I-81 from Winchester to Bristol that accommodates trains averaging 60 MPH.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Win/Fred MPO Policy Board calls upon the Virginia Department of Transportation to seriously and objectively consider this option when developing a plan to deal to address the truck induced problems of I-81.


