RESOLUTION SUPPORTING 

RAIL ALTERNATIVES TO 1-81 CONVERSION INTO EAST-COAST TRUCK BYPASS
To the Honorable Mark Warner, Governor of Virginia: 

WHEREAS 1-81 truck traffic has grown to 30-40 per cent of total traffic-over double the design capacity for heavy trucks, and 

WHEREAS the 1-81 corridor is increasingly the route of choice for trucks traveling between the northeast and the south and southwest because of congestion on 1-95 and expanding shipments generated by the North American Free Trade Act, and 

WHEREAS two multi-national corporations —Halliburton and Fluor corporations—have submitted proposals to the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) to expand the number of lanes and other appurtenances on 1-81, and 

WHEREAS the increase in accidents and air pollution along the entire 1-81 corridor is alarming, and

 WHEREAS 5 per cent of freight traveling the east corridor (which includes 1-81) travels by rail, while 40 per cent goes by rail from New York to Chicago, and 80 per cent rolls by rail from Chicago to Los Angeles, and 

WHEREAS Norfolk-Southern Corporation estimates that 70 per cent of truck traffic on 1-81 passes through Virginia to destinations south or north, and 

WHEREAS the minimal rail freight proposals included in the Star Solutions and Fluor Public Private Partnership Act proposals do not adequately address rail freight potential in the whole 1-81 corridor, and 

WHEREAS these same proposals provide no option for passenger rail, although upgrading the corridor's main rail line secures the passenger rail option, and 

WHEREAS studies cited in Senate Joint Resolution 55 (p. 24) show that Virginia now saves $.05 per truck mile diverted to rail, when interstate infrastructure damage from trucks is subtracted from truck road-use taxes, and failing to divert truck cargo to rail constitutes a state subsidy for trucks, and 

WHEREAS the Commonwealth of Virginia is planning the future of the 1-81 corridor, those decisions containing dramatic impacts for the future of western Virginia, and 

WHEREAS the Commonwealth of Virginia's decisions on this corridor will determine whether 1-81 and connecting interstates will become a multi-state "East Coast Truck By-Pass" with all the deleterious effects that implies, and

WHEREAS the Commonwealth of Virginia is in poor financial condition due in part to poor transportation decisions and mismanagement of past transportation budgets.

THEREFORE, we the members of the Town Council of Marion, Virginia, strongly petition for the development and promotion of rail freight and passenger alternatives to further highway expansion construction because of the following contrasts: 

Cost:

• Rail is the best investment. Compare Star Solutions' $7.75 billion, eight-lane, mega-plan or Fluor's $1.8 billion, six-lane stopgap "upgrade" proposal vs. $2.4 billion to upgrade Norfolk-Southern's parallel line which would provide a permanent alternative for interstate freight traffic.

• Financing rail is less burdensome. Compare the use of Federal taxes and imposition of highway tolls on trucks and possibly cars (Star Solutions), or tolls on trucks and cars (Fluor) vs. no highway tolls required and the repayment of taxpayer-financed bonds by Norfolk-Southern user fees.

• Maintenance is far cheaper. VDOT calculates trucks cause $.19 per mile damage to interstates vs. Norfolk-Southern would (1) reimburse state bond investments through a user fee, (2) pay taxes on land and equipment, and (3) provide its own maintenance.

 Safety. Convenience, and Implementation-time issues:

• Jersey barriers are dangerous; Fluor calls for them in many areas, and Star

Solutions has them the interstate's entire length. Compare the elimination of medians creating highways intolerant of driver error vs. maintaining the current design of virtually no barriers and plenty of wide medians that forgive error.

• Trucks massing at exits and disgorging onto parallel secondary roads vs. no through trucks on secondary roads trying to evade tolls.

• At least 8 (Fluor) to 15 (Star Solutions) years of construction inconvenience, negative impacts on tourism and local economies, and related safety problems vs. export of construction to the rail line, fewer hazards to drivers and construction personnel, and a much quicker completion schedule.

• No passenger rail in the 1-81 corridor in the Star Solutions or Fluor plans vs. an upgrading of the rail line removing numerous grade crossings and furnishing a realistic passenger-service option for the first time in a generation.

• Star Solutions' plan for barriers separating car and truck lanes that would cause access problems for emergency personnel vs. freight and passenger-rail options, which maintain current 1-81 accessibility for emergency personnel and reduce the number of fatigued drivers on the road. 

Environmental issues:

• Markedly increased pollution in valley corridors vs. significant reductions in diesel particulate, nitrous-, sulfur- and carbon-oxide pollution.

• Potential EPA listing of localities as air-pollution non-attainment areas resulting in harsh limits on industrial development vs. a declining curve in growth of emissions averting industrial development limits on our communities.

• Huge air pollution increases from increased truck traffic drawn to a widened interstate with attendant respiratory illnesses and deaths vs. decline or slower growth in air pollution, fewer health problems and costs, and healthier, happier, and more productive citizens.

• 
• Accelerating noise pollution and ugliness along one of the nation's most beautiful interstates vs. beauty maintained and enhanced for residents and tourists.

• Creating an "East Coast Truck By-Pass" will require increased importation of oil

(already an alarming 60 per cent) and higher greenhouse-gas emissions vs. less dependence on foreign oil. Rail freight is hugely more fuel-efficient.

We whose economic life blood flows up and down the 1-81 corridor, whose safety is at risk from the ever-increasing number of large trucks through our communities, and who must breathe the valley air after each vehicle accelerates beyond our borders, respectfully insist that the Commonwealth of Virginia refuse to enter any public-private partnerships to widen

1-81 without first examining and applying cheaper, safer, more convenient, and more environmentally benign rail alternatives.

Virginia must lead with a remedy to 1-81 congestion, but not with the old "solutions" of condemnation and pavement widening. Our neighbor, Tennessee, is actively planning to divert freight to rail and provide for rail options for passengers. We entreat the

Commonwealth of Virginia to join Tennessee in this healthy, achievable vision.

Signed, v-———-—' Mayor of Marion                             '

Cc: Mr. Whittington W.Clement, Secretary of Transportation

Mr. Phillip Shucet, Commissioner of Transportation

Honorable Frederick C. Boucher, Member, U.S. House of Representatives

Delegate Bill Carrico

Delegate Joseph Johnson, Jr.

Senator William Wampler

Senator fay O'Dricn PA ; / /; f Pu<-ld ri+
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Diesel-emission growth decreasing visability while increasing acidity of streams in Shenandoah National Park, Washington and Jefferson National Forests, and Mt. Rogers National Recreation Area vs. cleaner air and increased value returned to threatened areas, increasing their attraction to tourists.
• Loss of taxable and productive agricultural and commercial land to condemnation (1.5 acres per mile of lane) vs. far less condemnation.

• Toxic spills greatly increased vs. less toxic cargo on the highway, reducing hazards to the traveling public and to communities along the corridor. Railroads' safety record is superior to that of trucks.

• Creating an "East Coast Truck By-Pass" will require increased importation of oil (already an alarming 60 per cent) and higher greenhouse-gas emissions vs. less dependence on foreign oil. Rail freight is hugely more fuel-efficient.

We whose economic life blood flows up and down the 1-81 corridor, whose safety is at risk from the ever-increasing number of large trucks through our communities, and who must breathe the valley air after each vehicle accelerates beyond our borders, respectfully insist that the Commonwealth of Virginia refuse to enter any public-private partnerships to widen 1-81 without first examining and applying cheaper, safer, more convenient, and more environmentally benign rail alternatives.

Virginia must lead with a remedy to 1-81 congestion, but not with the old "solutions" of condemnation and pavement widening. Our neighbor, Tennessee, is actively planning to divert freight to rail and provide for rail options for passengers. We entreat the Commonwealth of Virginia to join Tennessee in this healthy, achievable vision.

Signed, 

David P. Helms
 Date: 4/24/03

Mayor of Marion   

Cc: Mr. Whittington W. Clement, Secretary of Transportation

Mr. Phillip Shucet, Commissioner of Transportation

Honorable Frederick C. Boucher, Member, U.S. House of Representatives

Delegate Bill Carrico

Delegate Joseph Johnson, Jr.

Senator William Wampler

Senator Phillip Puckett
