Botetourt County, Virginia
Office of the County Administrator

i The regular mesting of the Botetourt County Board of Supervisors waa held on
; Tuesday, August 19, 2003, in the County Board Meeting Room, Oid General District
inesnumshes v Courthouse, Fincastie, Virginia, beginning at £:00 A, M.
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Mr. Tarry L. Austin

l....l..c,\,.r"r.n ’ Mr. William G. Loape
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uiAw ‘. - Afer further discuasion, on mation by Mr. Loope, and ¢arried by the following

";‘::f" ., recorded vote, tha Board adopted the following resalution regarding rail alternatves to
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complement planned Improvements to Interstate 81.

AYES: Mrs. Wingo, Mr. Loope, Mr. Griffin, Mr. Austin
NAYS: None
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|[ ABSENT: None ABSTAINING: Mr. Clinton
} Regolution Number 03-08-09
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WHEREAS, the (-81 comidor is increasingly the route of choice for trucks
! traveling between the northesst and the south and southwest because of
]' congestion on 183 and expanding shipments generated by the North

American Free Trade Act, and v

; WHEREAS, two multi-national corparations—Haitiburtorn and Fluor

. corporations—have submitted proposals to the Virginie Department of
f Transportation (VDoT) to expand the number of lanea and other
appurtenances on |-81, and

WHEREAS, minimal rail freight propossis in the Star Sohutions and Fiuor
Public Private Transportation Act proposais do net sdequately addross
' rail freight potential in the whale 1-81 corvidor, and

WHEREAS, thess same proposals provide no option for passenger rall,
although upgrading the corridor's main rail line secures the passenger rail
option, and

WHEREAS, proper inclusion of a freight/passenger rail component in a
comprghancive surface fransportation policy assures notable raduction in

neaged intarstate fane capadity and assoclated design and construction
costs, and




WHEREAS, the Commonweelth of Virginia is planning the futura of the
1-81 cormider, those decisions containing dramatic impacts for the future
of waatem Virginia, and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia's decisions on this carridor
will determine whether I-81 andg connecting interstates wil become a
muiti-state “East Coast Truck By-Pass”, and

WHEREAS, the increased use of milroads to move fraight will improve
safety by reducing dangerous vehicular congestion on 81, improve
energy conservation by reducing the amount of diesel fuel consumed for
fraight transportation, improve the heaith of peopie and other fiving things
In Southwest Virginia by lowering air pollution and toxic smissions along
181, and improve the local economy by assuring time-compatitive, low-
<ost rail shipping options for local businesses and industriad proepects
and eliminating the necessity for placing tolls on 1-81,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors
of Botetourt County, Virginia, strongly patiions for the development and
promotion of a "steel Interstate”, high-speed rail freight and pessanger
service paraliel to 1-81, to complemnent timited highway-widening,
addressing future surface transportation needs in the 1-81 corridor.

A Copy TESTE:

Mr. Gerald A. Burgess
County Agministrator



