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RESOLUTION 5-E-03

ARESOLUTION URGING THE COMMONWEALTiI | RANSPORTATION
BOARD TO CONSIDER THE VALIDITY OF A FREIGHT/PASSENGER
RAIL COMPONENT TO REDUCE THE SCOPE OF 1-81 WIDENING

¢ incres notor vehicle
population in Virginia;

'WHEREAS, in the three decades since 1970, the percenta
registrations is more than triple the percents

WHEREAS, the I-81 corridor is increasingly the route of choice 1ur (rucks traveling between the
northeast and the south and southwest U.S. areas because of con;
increasing frequency of product deliveries by trucks;

WHEREAS, 1-81 truck traffic has grown to 30-40 percent of total traffic, thus exceeding by 100
percent the road’s design capacity for heavy trucks;

'WHEREAS, Norfolk Southern Corporation cstimates that 70 per-zi* of truck traffic on I-81
passes through Virginia to destinations north or south of the inter. ... corridor in Virginia;

WHEREAS, consideration of a freight/passenger rail component in a comprehensive surface-
transportation policy assures a notable reduction in needed interstate lane capacity and associated
design and construction costs;

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth Transportation Board is now considering the separate proposals
of Star Solutions and Fluor Virginia to add more lanes to I-81;

WHEREAS, the proposals of Star Solutions and Fluor Virginia do 1ot adequately address the
potential of a freight and passenger rail component to markedly reduce the scope of the proposed
1-81 widening;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Towp of Blacksburg that:

1. The Council strongly petitions the Governor and the Commonwealth Transportation
Board to recognize and consider the validity and necessity of a freight/passenger rail
component in the I-81 corridor s a cost-effective means of reducing the scope of
additional I-81 widening;





[image: image2.jpg]2. The Town Clerk is instructed to mail a copy of this resolution to the Governor, the
Secretary of Transportation, and the Virginia Department of Transportation
Comissioner.
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Date of Adoption: 279, 2003




